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This will be our last email before Christmas so we would like to take the opportunity to wish you all a very merry Christmas! Our last day is on Wednesday next week. We will be closed from Thursday 18th December to January 5th (Inset day). The nursery reopens on Tuesday 6th January at the usual time. 
Wraparound Care
Next week we are unable to offer wraparound care, however we will continue to operate this from next term with the hours 8.15- 8.45am and 3.30-4pm being available. It is very important that you book these in advance so that we can ensure that they are correctly staffed. Please do this via email. 

Activities Next Week
	Monday
	Am
All
Christmas stories.
To build and construct with a purpose
Stickle bricks
Mobilo
Blocks – near cars
Lego upstairs. 
Outdoors
Walk in the grounds to look for signs of winter and a run at the amphitheatre. 

Snack
Fruit and veg 
	PM
All
To make connections. 
To understand that print has a meaning and you can communicate through writing. 
Receive and read a letter from Father Christmas with some Christmas challenges. 
Challenge 1 – Choose one grown up to wrap up with toilet roll and ribbon. 

Bringing stories to Life
Read a Holly Jolly Christmas

Outdoors
Father Christmas Challenge 2 – Play clip from Elf  - ably "The best way to spread Christmas cheer is singing loud for all to hear,
Carol singing around the grounds. 
Snack
Mince pies


	Tuesday
	Am
 Christmas Dinner!
Children help to prepare the dinner, lay the table, make name tags. 
Look at the internet to find out about how people celebrate Christmas around the world. 
Christmas carols before lunch.
Outdoor
Father Christmas Challenge 3
Can you find any Christmas robins in the grounds.
Play at the tree. 

Snack
Reindeer Food – Carrots and houmous
	All
Bringing Stories to Life
Read a Holly Jolly Christmas.
What was the mouse scared of?
I can write!
Father Christmas Challenge 4:
Can you decorate the Christmas Tree
Christmas mark making – giant Christmas tree on the floor. Children use chalk, crayons and pens to decorate the tree. 
Different coloured paper to cut and stick decorations on the tree. 
Outdoors
Father Christmas Challenge 5
Can you find some holly for a Holly Jolly Christmas?
Snack
Christmas Mouse food – cheese, crackers and grapes.

	Wednesday
	AM
 All
Bringing Stories to Life
Polar Express – read the story 
Watch a clip of The Polar Express
Outdoors
Father Christmas Challenge 6
Can you hear the bells and follow them around the grounds to find another letter from Father Christmas. 
	PM
 All
Christmas party with balloons and music
Outdoors
Winter walk to spot Christmas magic sparkles. 
Snack
Chopped carrot and cucumber, crisps, party rings 

	Thursday
	Am
All
To show an interest in the natural environment. 
Talk about what we observe.
Mushroom Mania! Chop and cook mushrooms for snack. 
Mushroom hunt in the grounds. 
Talk about safety – some mushrooms are dangerous to touch/eat
Outdoors
Mushroom hunt in the grounds. 
Snack – Mushrooms on toast

	All
To build relationships
Drawing our friends. Create chalk outlines of children on large scale paper. Add facial features clothes etc with chalks. 
To find out about Father Christmas. How does he read all the letters. .
Think of questions to ask Father Christmas.
Snack – Fruit and veg 
Outdoors
To work as a team.
Play tag outside.  

	Friday
	Am
Christmas Decorating in the role play area. Mini Christmas tree, wrapping paper, extra lights. 
Christmas stage and chairs for an audience to sit on. Christmas songs and microphones for singing into. 
Children take it in turns to perform in front of their friends. 
Outdoors
Run at the amphitheatre. 
Snack – Crackers and hummus

	PM
All
Making connections
To find out about Father Christmas. How does he know who has been good?
Think of questions to ask Father Christmas.
Write a letter with the questions collected throughout the week. Post the letter in the village. 
Outdoors
Visit to the post box to post our letter to Father Christmas. 
Snack – Hot chocolate and crumpets.    



Many thanks,
Amy, Claire, Justine, Hannah, Josie, and Gracie
